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Recent problems with ergot In Saskatchewan
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What Is Ergot?
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Effect of ergot alkaloids in beef cattle
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How much ergot can cows tolerate?

What should | know as a livestock producer?
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o Rye triticale, wheatbarley, brome grass
Caused by the funguSlavicepgurpurea

Ergot mycotoxins (alkaloids) cause human

animal disease
o Ergosineergocristing ergocornine ergocryptine
ergotamine,ergometrine

Marked increase in livestock disease in We
Canada inpast decade
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Plant Pathology 01 V.
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Fungus invade during flowering stage in June

Ascosporesttack plant ovary
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Characteristic black ergestlerotia
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Plant Pathology 101

~ Common In:

Cereals (rye, triticale, wheat, barley)
Grasses (brome grass, sedge grass) o
Longer flowering stage (e.g., rye) more susceptil (poaceae spp.)
Winter wheat less susceptible
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« Resistant nofgrass species :
A Canola, mustard, corn
A Crosscontaminationpossible

- Grain, silage and hay: all can be affected
—E ““x  PelletedRation$
= __ with Screenings
. Be careful of
Invisible Ergot

Spring Wheat N2
(Triticum aestivum)




