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Overview

× What is Ergot?

× Recent problems with ergot in Saskatchewan

× Effect of ergot alkaloids in beef cattle

× How much ergot can cows tolerate?

× What should I know as a livestock producer? 



What is Ergot?

× Ergot is a disease of cereal crops (& grasses)
o Rye, triticale, wheat, barley, brome grass

× Caused by the fungus Clavicepspurpurea

× Ergot mycotoxins (alkaloids) cause human & 
animal disease

o Ergosine, ergocristine, ergocornine, ergocryptine
ergotamine, ergometrine

× Marked increase in livestock disease in Western 
Canada in past decade

× Major economic losses



Plant Pathology 101

× Fungus invade during flowering stage in June

× Ascosporesattack plant ovary 

× ΨHoney DewΩ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƛƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴ      

× Characteristic black ergot sclerotia



Plant Pathology 101

× Common in:
Å Cereals (rye, triticale, wheat, barley)
Å Grasses (brome grass, sedge grass)
Å Longer flowering stage (e.g., rye) more susceptible 
Å Winter wheat less susceptible

× Resistant non-grass species :
Å Canola, mustard, corn
Å Cross-contamination possible 

× Grain, silage and hay: all can be affected 

Pelleted Rations 
with Screenings: 

Be careful of 
Invisible Ergot


